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New Northwest Strategy out for debate in 

Cheshire and Warrington
Businesses and organisations from across the public, private and third sectors in Cheshire and Warrington will have the opportunity to debate and inform the development of the new Northwest Strategy today (1st February), as the first of five sub-regional consultation events gets underway. 

The event, hosted by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) and 4NW, the Regional Leaders Board, in partnership with the Cheshire and Warrington Economic Alliance (CWEA), is taking place at Chester’s Best Western Queen Hotel. It provides an opportunity for key stakeholders in Cheshire and Warrington to provide their input into the draft Part 1 of the Regional Strategy to ensure that it meets the changing needs of the sub-region and the Northwest as a whole. 
Robert Hough, NWDA Chairman, said:
“The development of RS2010 offers a unique opportunity to bring economic, environmental and social priorities together into a single vision for the region’s development over the next 10 years. The Agency and 4NW have worked closely with the public and private sector to develop the first part of the framework and the consultation process is now critical to shaping the strategy and ensuring that it effectively addresses the region’s challenges and opportunities.” 

Cllr Sir Richard Leese, Chairman of 4NW, the Regional Leaders Board, said:

“We have a strong tradition of working in partnership in the Northwest and we are confident that the new strategy will build on this to play a pivotal role in driving investment and development in the region. Our objective must be excellent quality of life for all -  and that to do this we must become more prosperous, more equitable and a lot less carbon dependent so that by 2030 the Northwest is a better place to live, work, visit and invest.” 
The Regional Strategy for the Northwest (RS2010) is being developed through a partnership between the NWDA and 4NW on behalf of the region. The draft part 1 provides an overarching vision and proposes the strategic priorities where working together will maximise the region’s opportunities and address its challenges, including:   

· Capitalising on the opportunities of moving to a low carbon economy and addressing climate change

· Building on the region’s sources of international competitive advantage and regional distinctiveness

· Releasing the potential of the region’s people and tackling poverty

· Ensuring the right housing and infrastructure for sustainable growth

David Horstead, Acting Chief Executive of CWEA, said:
“We welcome this opportunity for the business and key stakeholders in Cheshire & Warrington to learn about RS2010 and feed back their views.  Bringing together future strategy for economic development and regeneration, housing, transport and planning presents our sub-region with a great opportunity to address the long-term effects of the recession and the need to adapt to a low-carbon future.”
The Northwest is the first region to begin working on an integrated regional strategy, building on the learning gained in developing the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Spatial Strategy and the Regional Housing Strategy. The Local Democracy, Economic Development and Consultation Act 2009 now makes it a statutory requirement for RDAs and Local Authority Leaders Boards to develop integrated regional strategies to promote sustainable economic growth and contribute to sustainable development in their regions. 
The draft Part 1 consultation document has been informed by the development of a substantial evidence base, as well as the Principles and Issues consultation in 2009, which agreed the headline vision, outcomes and values on which RS2010 should be based. 

RS2010 is being developed in two parts. The draft Part 1 outlines the high-level strategic framework. Part 2 and an Implementation Framework will set out the detailed policies and actions to deliver the strategic priorities. Following the consultation process, a revised Part 1, together with a draft Part 2 and Implementation Plan will then be prepared later this year, and subject to a formal 12 week statutory consultation in preparation for an Examination in Public. 

The document is available to download – http://www.nwregionalstrategy.com 
-ends-

Notes to editors:

4NW

4NW is the Regional Leaders Board for the Northwest of England. We place public, private and third sector stakeholders at the heart of decisions that shape the future of the Northwest, its people and places. 4NW has responsibility for housing, planning, transport and economic development.

4NW has a board of members including council leaders from each of the five sub-regions, Cumbria, Cheshire, Lancashire, Merseyside and Greater Manchester, along with seven representatives from the private, non-governmental sector such as Manchester Airport Group, North West Universities Association and the North West Trades Union Congress – people who are responsible for delivering the strategy proposals at local level in the Northwest. 
For further information please contact Sarah Moston, Press Officer on 01925 400552 or 07810 528 471 or Sarah.Moston@nwda.co.uk  

For urgent out of hours press enquiries please call 01925 400259.
For further information and to view all press releases visit us at www.nwda.co.uk/press     

The Northwest Regional Development Agency works to deliver economic success in England’s Northwest by building the competitiveness of its businesses, people and places. Utilising our technical expertise and strategic influence, we help the region’s 250,000+ businesses to develop and grow, as well as supporting international trade and encouraging inward investment. 
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