Reaseheath College

Press Release                                                                          20.05.09

Multi million pound project will encourage business growth

Work has begun on a multi-million pound project to bring world class facilities to Reaseheath College’s food manufacturing and processing department.

Part of a recent £4.7 million grant from the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) is being used to redevelop the college’s licensed food and drink processing halls.

The investment will allow the college in Nantwich, Cheshire, to expand its services to North West businesses and encourage business growth and diversification throughout the region.

Food manufacturers will be encouraged to use the state-of-the-art facilities for product development and starter incubation units will be built for new food producers.

The refurbishment of the food halls is part of a wider plan to set up an Enterprise Delivery Hub offering a pool of specialist expertise and resources to regional businesses, particularly those within the agricultural and food production and processing industries.

It is envisaged that the centre will keep business people better informed by ensuring that the latest research and development findings are easily available. A key focus will be upon sustainability, especially the move to a low carbon economy. The funding will support two new posts for experts in knowledge and technology transfer.
Specialist support on sustainability and on agricultural development will enable farmers to access the latest thinking and learn new skills through free demonstrations and masterclasses.

Reaseheath’s food halls are already recognised as among the best in Europe and are used by many blue chip clients and rural businesses.

Launching the refurbishment, Steven Broomhead, Chief Executive of the NWDA, said: “Businesses in rural areas can find it difficult to access the support they need. The state-of-the-art facilities being built at Reaseheath are a great step forward in helping the rural food and drink sector to develop and diversify their products.

“It is wonderful to see work starting on a project which will provide real opportunities for businesses in rural areas, encouraging them to grow and boost their productivity. It will also inspire new enterprise across the region.”

Reaseheath’s Principal Meredydd David added: “The food and drink sector is an important part of the economy in the North West, as is the agricultural industry.

“Our mission majors on rural business and communities and this wonderful investment from the NWDA will enable us to continue to provide specialist support and knowledge and technology transfer to these industries. This will help to maintain competitiveness and profitability during these challenging times.”

Ends

A photograph of Steven Broomhead and Meredydd David launching the refurbishment is available on request
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