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Clear thinking for Energy Innovation in England’s Northwest
An agreement has been signed by five organisations within England’s Northwest to work in partnership to increase energy innovation activity within the region.

Led by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) the ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ (MoU) was signed by representatives from Envirolink Northwest, the Energy Innovation Centre, Business Link Northwest and the Joule Centre.
As the five lead organisations for energy innovation activity within the Northwest, the agreement will:

· Ensure closer working ties between the organisations

· Set out a clear commitment to collaborate on energy innovation development

· Ensure clear leadership to enhance the growth of the sector

The MoU will be supported by a ‘Framework Paper’ – a detailed document that outlines how each organisation works, the types of business support it offers and sectors/industries in which it operates.

Employing more than 50,000 people and with a turnover of £6.5 billion, the Northwest’s energy and environmental technologies sector makes a vital contribution to the region’s economy. With 3,000 companies within the supply chain, England’s Northwest has world-class skills in a range of key energy technologies.

Mark Atherton, Director of Environment & Energy, Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) said: 
“On behalf of the NWDA, I am delighted to put my name to this agreement, which reinforces how the Agency will work with partners on energy innovation. As one of the region’s key business sectors, the energy and environmental technologies industry needs to remain innovative to remain competitive. 

“As the lead Regional Development Agency for the Department of Energy and Climate Change, the NWDA is able to show strong leadership on this agenda, ensuring the region is at the forefront of future energy activity, leading innovation and further increasing economic growth.”

Nick Storer, Chief Executive, Envirolink Northwest said:

“Envirolink Northwest is delighted to formalise our close working relationship with our energy innovation partners in the region.  Success in innovation is vital to the future prosperity of the North West’s energy sector. It will enable the sector not only to contribute to building secure and sustainable energy supply, distribution and use in the region, but also to capitalise on the growing global market for energy technologies and services.”
--- ENDS ---

Notes to Editors

Each organisation will offer support in different ways. The MoU will ensure there is a clear set of collaborative operating principles.

Business Link Northwest 

The aim of Business Link Northwest is to support the growth and development of businesses or individuals with a business idea wishing to start a business in England’s Northwest.

www.businesslinknw.co.uk
The Energy Innovation Centre 

The Energy Innovation Centre actively seeks businesses or individuals with a bright idea in energy products or services that they want to turn into commercial reality.  The centre, in conjunction with the energy companies, provides a bespoke service to individuals and SMEs so that they can accelerate their products and technologies to market.

www.energyinnovationcentre.com 

Envirolink Northwest

To enable the Northwest to develop and demonstrate new and innovative environmental technologies and to ensure that the Northwest is seen as the leader in new environmental technologies.

www.envirolinknorthwest.co.uk
The Joule Centre for Energy Research and Development

The Joule Centre will encourage, enable, engage in and manage world class energy research & development, thereby reinforcing the economy and reputation of England’s Northwest. 

www.joulecentre.org
NWDA

The Northwest Regional Development Agency works to deliver economic success in England’s Northwest by building the competitiveness of its businesses, people and places. Utilising our technical expertise and strategic influence, we help the region’s 250,000+ businesses to develop and grow, as well as supporting international trade and encouraging inward investment. 

www.nwda.co.uk
For further information please contact Shelley Tattersall, Press Officer on 01925 400256 or mobile 07500 128482 or shelley.tattersall@nwda.co.uk
For urgent out of hours press enquiries please call 01925 400259.  For further information and to view previous press releases visit us at www.nwda.co.uk/press
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