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Name of Facilitator/Scribe: 


Table Number:

1. Do you agree that the four strands and key spatial issues proposed should provide the basis for the Regional Strategy? 10 minutes
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2. Do you agree with the potential action areas set out for each strand? 20 minutes
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3. What are your views on the outstanding questions and strategic options?  10 minutes
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4. Have the key assets, opportunities, challenges, and what might be done, been identified for this sub-region? 20 minutes
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Points to feed back:


Sustainable use of and retaining of natural resources within the area


Changes in practices and its impact on rural agriculture


Ageing population is a key issue


Indigenous industries – what are the USPs for the sub-region


Two way travel to work areas between sub-region and cities


Vulnerable to buy outs from FDIs with possible withdrawal over time


FDIs competing with other countries and the government legislations in those countries which can be detrimental to the UK


Identifying key sectors, gaps in supply chains, can they be bridged, and if so how – should we be targeting indigenous or FDI companies


Recognition of Capenhurst as a centre of excellence for both nuclear and electricity – although Birchwood has stronger cluster of nuclear knowledge-based companies


Microgeneration – recognition of its importance in energy and technology and to link it into national grid


Most people on the table thought that the strategy had covered the priorities that the group expected to see – in particular many were pleased that climate change had featured strongly although csome concern expressed re the weighting that could be inferred from the Housing being mentioned above transport (4th priority)


Group generally agreed these priorities but accepted as very high level and strategic - as always believed there would be more debate when in came to the detail





Points to feed back:





No mention of agriculture


Perhaps need to build in resilience/flexibility into this doc





Strand 1


Micro grid for communities – clusters should link into public sector bodies


Reducing carbon footprint of housing stock through adapting existing houses and building into new housing


Require skills and technology to implement above strategy





Strand 2


Managing operations in extreme weather conditions (gritting roads, staff working from home, etc) – should be built into strategy to cover infrastructure/energy supplies and should apply to both public and private sector employers


Electrifying North West rail lines – not just London/Glasgow but to include primary rail routes in the sub-region


Northwest to lobby for benefits to whole of region with input from partners


Climate change agenda – local supply chains


Development of solar glass





Strand 3


High level of graduates – jobs are critical but need to match jobs to  workforce – any shortfalls need to be identified in advance


Demographics – looking forward 20 years – how certain can we be?


Marketing of areas and region for specific countries to attract to UK


Better international offer in other languages – promotional literature – should be based on sector and target markets





Strand 4


Not focusing on numbers of housing stock


Integration of housing types to satisfy demands


Crewe station – requires improvement – should it be moved?


Manchester Hub – connectivity rail – commuter trains as well as long distance trains, some of which have suffered as a result – report due out shortly


Second class service for rail freight  – missed slots may end up in sidings until another slot is available 


Halton Curve – to add additional freight – reduce CO2 emissions from operating plants


Digital connectivity – are we maximising connectivity and its uses and what are the cost implications.








Points to feed back:





Policies and conditions to enable the acceleration and streamlining for the right type of applications for private and public sector eg planning applications for infrastructure and inward investors





No single option stands out as being priority over the other 3.





Maps do not indicate railway lines or ports - only road infrastructure 





Questions were perhaps too vague i.e. north Cheshire – what area is this and what does supporting infer – or is this what the question is asking ?





Points to feed back:





Physical transport improvements should feature within the sub-region as well as regionally





ICT and connectivity is critical to the sub-region’s future





Sub-regional brand, tourism, quality of life – lost identity?





Nothing about carbon footprint – which is the highest in the region – what are the reasons for this>





Eco towns with integration of all elements – should these be encouraged?





Oasis of deprivation in an island of perceived prosperity





Housing, infrastructure, skills are essential to all strands





Helen Woollacott/Kathy Hill		
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