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Name of Facilitator/Scribe: 


Table Number:

1. Do you agree that the four strands and key spatial issues proposed should provide the basis for the Regional Strategy? 10 minutes
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2. Do you agree with the potential action areas set out for each strand? 20 minutes
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3. What are your views on the outstanding questions and strategic options?  10 minutes
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4. Have the key assets, opportunities, challenges, and what might be done, been identified for this sub-region? 20 minutes
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Points to feed back:


Current Regional Strategy quite well balanced but would like to see more detail on how it will be achieved.


North Cheshire mentioned, not sure which area it relates to, and issues around the area.


Lack of connectivity especially in Crewe.


In areas where large pots of funding, spend is not always visible, e.g. spent on sewers.


Strategy too high level.


Digital connectivity important.


Too much jargon.





Points to feed back:


Transport needs to be more prominent and low carbon. Transport issues need to be addressed, especially how they are going to affect the local economy. Need better transport link to Manchester airport. Need infrastructure and joined up transport strategy. 


The Strategy is focused on cities.


Could mention tree planting to offset carbon issue


Could aim for Level 4 housing – would be nice to have as an aspiration.


DAS Study should address this issue – study in North Manchester should feed into this.


Youth employment – few jobs for young. Numbers of young people out of work is high.  This needs to be addressed nationally.  Need to prioritise getting young people into work.


Improve deprived areas otherwise housebuilders won’t build


Spatial – Preston’s role increased.


Sustainable tourism – Lake District has too many tourists.


Land fraction of cost - shortage of lower grade land. 





Points to feed back:


Option 1 – non-starter – need to move on


Need combination of 2, 3, 4 in even balance


How do we fund this activity? Things still moving slowly – won’t see any improvements until banks start lending again.





Spatial


Tidal power should be highlighted – look into how it can work in the future.


We will lose skills in areas if we don’t look at new ideas.  Need to keep skills in areas. Skills transfer - link old industry skills with new skills and energy industry.





Points to feed back:


Green belt is an asset but difficult for companies to locate here if too many restrictions on land use.


Need to have good infrastructure – i.e. education, travel, health


Need sustainable transport


Too much focus on Manchester and Liverpool


Cheshire and Warrington has an over-allocation of employment sites but is short on housing sites – this needs to be reviewed.


Report not very easy to understand for people not in the public sector.





James Bedford/Dorothy Freeman
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