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Name of Facilitator/Scribe: 


Table Number:

1. Do you agree that the four strands and key spatial issues proposed should provide the basis for the Regional Strategy? 10 minutes
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2. Do you agree with the potential action areas set out for each strand? 20 minutes
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3. What are your views on the outstanding questions and strategic options?  10 minutes

[image: image3]
4. Have the key assets, opportunities, challenges, and what might be done, been identified for this sub-region? 20 minutes
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Points to feed back:





Missing health and deprivation – pertinent for C&W because it is a bigger issue in other sub-regions and C&W may miss out on funding support for deprived areas. �Links to health and preventable illnesses, cycling/transport and ability to work


How to reconcile increasing airport expansion/increased international competitiveness with need to reduce carbon emissions?


Need to be careful of leading from carbon emissions agenda as this may impede industry expansion – need balance. Need to support industry and resource efficiency will follow because it’s better for business


Sustainability fine but don’t forget the social element of it


Broadband connectivity important as well as physical connectivity – problems currently with capacity/links


Need for more affordable housing/need to retain graduates in C&W who can’t currently afford to remain here. Need the right mix of housing bearing in mind aging population – not just any housing. Also high quality energy efficient housing because emphasis in future will be on running costs as well as purchase costs. 





Spatial issues:


Too specific in naming places at this stage


Danger of forgetting cross borders areas outside the region e.g. importance of links and working with Dee Corridor and Staffordshire plus others


Ignores rural economy – too much City region focus


Issues around the borders of “Cheshire” creeping – i.e. Stockport, Halton





Points to feed back:


Lack of understanding about what green infrastructure is and how it can contribute (not a criticism just a need for more understanding)


Need better linkages and less silo working – e.g. linking tourism with health and education. Linking health with sustainable and local food. Importance of the food economy – all this will be important if there will be less public sector funding available


Don’t need to come up with a suite of new projects – need to look at the current suite and decide which ones are working and which ones aren’t at the moment – if not performing well they will need to be changed.





Points to feed back:





Spatial:


Prefer a combination of 2, 3 and 4 – but not 1 as it’s not working


Option 2 – Don’t forget about South Cheshire! Agree with the importance and focus of economic opportunity but fear this option will just focus on Manchester and Liverpool – need to focus on creating opportunities throughout Cheshire & Warrington – with Options 3 and 4 acting as boundaries and guidelines as to what type of economic development projects should be delivered. Don’t want development at any cost – development should be smart development which is linked closely to env impact and impact on deprivation.


Remember global context – don’t be too parochial. When somebody is looking from international they will be looking at region as a whole not specific towns in Cheshire.


Need to support success and create the environment for development. Tie success to need. What are the positive and negative effects of inward migration – how to harness the positive ones. 





Thematic:


The public sector needs to set the conditions to make development attractive. The challenge is getting C&W to compete on inward investment e.g. with Manchester and Liverpool


Smarter alignment of skills and training needed – focus on what industry wants in our area to support people back into work


Need to work outside Cheshire & Warrington to get people in – look to Midlands, Wales, London, NE


Issues around planning constraints and how these can hinder development – need smarter developments.





Points to feed back:�


No rail network shown on the maps!�


No areas outside C&W identified – need to show North Wales, North Staff and Peak District. �


Not punchy enough about C&W area – for a small investment NWDA, companies and developers will get a big result in C&W – where would you put your money if you wanted real impact and money was limited�


Doesn’t mention poor health issues and challenges�


We have a dynamic population – does mention the potential for so much more�


Doesn’t mention rural economy�


Doesn’t have any high level aspiration or vision for what we want C&W to look like in 10-20 years�


It’s too “public sector speak” – needs to excite the private sector more if they will be funding due to lack of public sector funding. There will be a new dynamic and private sector will be much more involved – need to develop partnerships so that public sector uses funding wisely to create the right conditions for private sector to invest. 





Chris Koral/Kate Radford		
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